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This teacher's intended outcomes were for the students to:
• identify and explore ways of using the elements of line, 

texture, colour, and shape and of creating depth by 
overlapping

• use drawing techniques with felt pens and coloured pencils
• make drawings in response to artists' works and research
• imaginatively develop ideas to make a vertical picture 

incorporating Ma-ori symbols
• explore the meaning and significance of Ma-ori symbols.

In the course of six lessons, the students created vertical
pictures incorporating aspects of the New Zealand landscape,
native fish, and Ma-ori symbols. They developed their ideas
through drawing, using overlapping to convey space.

The students discussed the work of Ma-

ori artist Darcy Nicholas, noting his use
of overlapping. They then learned about
the meanings and cultural significance
of a range of Ma-ori symbols and
explored how to draw them freely using
felt pens.

In the next session, the students used books about the New
Zealand landscape and native fish to make working drawings
for their final art work. They experimented with shapes and
lines, noting that in the natural world, lines are not straight.

The students decided which parts of their developmental
drawings they would like to include in their final compositions.
They organised their pictures into three areas: the sea, the
land, and the sky.

The students thought about how to emphasise
particular parts of their work as they freely
drew the selected components onto a vertical
strip of paper. They treated each of the three
zones separately and then looked at ways of
linking them.

The students explored ways of
incorporating Ma-ori designs into their
drawings, remembering their meanings
and significance.

They used coloured drawing pencils
to apply colour. Finally, they appraised
their finished works and the significance
of their imagery.

Teacher-student conversations

The next learning steps for these students could be to:
• explore space, using changes of scale to convey foreground

and background when working in a new context, such as 
still life

• further explore extending Ma-ori motifs into patterns (for 
example, through print making)

• explore ways of creating texture using paint or collage 
techniques.

WHERE TO NEXT?

THE LEARNING CONTEXT
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Reflecting on the finished work:

Teacher: Tell me about your mountains, Adam.
Adam: When we went on holiday, we went to mountains in 

the South Island like this. When I was doing my picture,
I was thinking of them.

Teacher: So there were lots of mountains behind mountains –
and what about the rivers? Did you see lots of rivers,
too?

Adam: We saw rivers going down to the sea, like in my 
picture.

Teacher: And the sky? In your poem, you wrote about the 
ancestors being there.

Adam: They're all around. I learned that from Darcy Nicholas's
pictures. I like that.

The Arts in the New Zealand Curriculum

Achievement Objectives

Developing Practical Knowledge in the Visual Arts (PK)
Students will identify and explore elements and principles of
the visual arts, using a variety of techniques, tools, materials,
processes, and procedures.

Developing Ideas in the Visual Arts (DI)
Students will develop visual ideas in response to a variety of
motivations, using imagination, observation, and invention with
materials.

Communicating and Interpreting in the Visual Arts (CI)
Students will describe ways in which objects and images can
communicate stories and ideas.

The Arts in the New Zealand Curriculum, page 75
www.tki.org.nz/r/arts/curriculum/statement/pg75_e.php
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Curriculum. Wellington: Learning Media.
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A Strip of Aotearoa
WHAT THE WORK SHOWS: The students in this exemplar:

• used the device of overlapping to convey space
• developed ideas in response to motivations
• described how meaning is conveyed.
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Progress Indicator
Developing Practical Understanding and Skills

Identifies the elements of space, line, shape, colour, and texture while
exploring ways of using them through drawing (PK)

Adam overlapped the mountains to indicate space, but did not change the
scale. He used line and shape to create objects, areas, and designs within
the picture. He selected colour freely with some reference to reality.

He conveyed texture by using a range of marks, for example he used:
• short dashes for the river water
• spiky triangular shapes for the mountain tops
• dense circular shapes for the gravel
• curves (the koru) in the waves and the clouds to convey movement.

Uses a variety of techniques and materials (PK)

Adam used felt pens to draw outlines and block in selected areas, and
coloured pencils to apply colour. (The teacher did not direct the students
to use particular mark-making techniques.)

Identifies the principles of balance, contrast, harmony, and rhythm and explores ways of using
them (PK)

Adam selected, arranged, and balanced the components of the picture into three zones: sky and
mountains, land and bush, sea and fish.

He created contrast by varying the texture he used in different parts of the picture. He contrasted
large with small shapes and straight with curved lines.

He incorporated Ma-ori symbols in the picture. The repetition of these and other shapes gives a sense
of harmony and rhythm.

Progress Indicator
Developing Ideas to Communicate an Intention

Develops ideas in response to a variety of motivations, using imagination, observation, and
invention with materials (DI)

Adam explored Ma-ori symbolism, the work of Darcy Nicholas, and images of the New Zealand
landscape and marine animals. He inventively incorporated imagery and his understanding of ideas
developed from these explorations into a final work that successfully conveys space by overlapping.



Progress Indicator
Viewing, Analysing, and Responding

Describes how and why meaning is conveyed in their own work (CI)

The students also wrote about what the land and sea meant to them, having learned that to Ma-ori
the land is sacred, representing the body of an ancestor. Adam revealed his understanding of the
significance of Ma-ori symbols by the way he used them in his work:

• Poutama (stairway) on the large mountain, representing a stairway to learning, knowledge, and
the ancestors, whom Adam identifies as present in the landscape: "Looking at the wide blue sky,
I can almost hear the ancestors smiling."

• Mangopare (hammerhead shark) in the sea, signifying the bountiful nature of the sea, particularly
in its provision of kai.

• Koru (curved pitau or fern fronds), describing natural forms, such as clouds, waves, and the rays
of the sun.

• Niho mango (sharks' teeth or dogs' teeth), decorating the upper border. There appears to be no
symbolic significance in their placement, but the shapes repeat those of the mountains below 
(in reflection), contributing to the sense of harmony and rhythm.

Below are the art works of three other students in the class.
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